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Grl Qut of Water

| NT. SARAH S BEDROOM - DAY

SARAH STEM 16 typical California Teenage Surfer girl in LulLu
Lenon | eggings and a Surfing Conpetition tshirt, is unpacking
a box. The roomis filled with boxes, and bare furniture
other than that it is enpty and col d.

Sar ah | ooks outside her wind at the rain falling.

SARAH
Si xteen years of sunshine and now
this. I can't believe we have to surf

in this rain.

She says to no one in particular. She | ooks at the clock and
rushes over to the box marked 'Sarah's Clothes'. Sarah pulls
out a blue and bl ack wetsuit.

She | ooks at the other boxes. Sarah's phone goes off before
she gets a chance to open one. Sarah wal ks over and picks it
up. She sees "Text nessage: Collin". She smles and goes to
text him back. She stops herself throw ng her phone on her
bed lifelessly.

As she returns to the boxes she hears her phone ringi ng now
and a teenage boy's smling profile picture pops up. Sarah
lets it ring.

She is | ooking at the labels and grows frustrated as she
cannot seemto find a certain box. Sarah frantically starts
tearing through the boxes. She scratches her head thinking.
She lets out a 'huff' and | eaves her room

I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Sarah enters the kitchen in her wetsuit |ooking frustrated.
Sarah's parents : KIM STEM and DANI EL STEM ar e unpacki ng
boxes both wearing worn in but expensive clothes. Md 40's
upper cl ass power couple.

DANI EL
Hi, honey. Could you help us with
t hese di shes?

SARAH
Sure, | have to |eave for practice
soon though and I can't find..

Kimturns around fromthe box she is unpacking and interrupts
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her daughter. Sarah stops tal king not surprised her nother
cut her off. Sarah starts to unpack a box marked
"Sil verware'

KIM
Are you ready to start London
Prepatory H gh School tonorrow? | know
a change in schools can be hard but
you have to keep your GPA hi gh.

DANI EL
Yeah. Standford doesn't just |et
anyone in even if both your parents
are Dean's List Al nmuni.

Sar ah keeps | ooki ng down. She plays it cool.

SARAH
Yeah. |'mready. Maybe sone of ny new
surf teanmates and | will be in the
same cl asses.

KIM
That'd be nice but I wouldn't get your
hopes up. Actually, | think you should
focus on their pre ned club you'l
j oin.

SARAH
Maybe.

Sarah renenbers why she canme downstairs and changes the
conversation

SARAH
| have to leave in twenty mnutes. |
can't find nmy equipnent. Did you guys
see it when we were unpacking the
nmovi ng truck?

Sarah's parents exchange an uncertain glance. Sarah
recogni zes her parents change in expression but remains
silent. Kimlooks to her husband for help.

DANI EL
|"msure it will turn up soon

Sarah seens uninpressed with their answer. Sarah opens her
mouth to speak but is stopped by her nother's voice.
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KIM
Have you heard fromCollin at all?

Kins leans in close to her daughter and wi nks. Sarah, still
uni npressed, hands her a hand full of spoons to be put away.
Sarah nods her head and goes back to the box.

KI'M
And?

SARAH
He's nmessaged ne a few tinmes since we
got here today. | haven't had tine to

answer himyet. We did just nove 6,000
m | es away.

DANI EL
wn't Collin want to know you got here
safe? He al ready accepted our
invitation to visit later this week.
Maybe he can hel p you study when he
gets here...

Sarah stops in her tracks at what her dad has just said.

Sarah is
Ki m | ook

SARAH
Collin's com ng here? To London? You
didn't even think to ask ne before
inviting him6,000 mles to cone
visit?

KIM
He is your boyfriend. W thought you'd
be excited.

shocked as she storns out of the kitchen. Daniel and
surprised by her reaction.

DANI EL
You said we were going to tell her he
was com ng.

KIM
Well, | didn't mean right then.

Ki m shakes her head agai n and opens a new box.

| NT. SARAH S BEDROOM - DAY

Sarah is

paci ng around her bedroomw th a phone in one hand

up to her ear and a picture frane of Sarah and m ddl e aged
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tan and toned woman with an athletic build hugging in the
picture. She is |listening and nodding as the person on the
ot her end of the phone tal ks.

SARAH
Nanny, you shoul d have been here.
felt like I was being anbushed by
them They think because they're
doctors they know everyt hi ng.

Sarah pauses pursing her lips to listen to the interruption
to her rant.

NANNY
Can you blanme then? He's still your
boyfri end.

SARAH
Yeah | know. But, you said it yourself
he is a distraction and you're right.
| need to focus. You were the one who
signed nme up for the Septenber
Prelimnary Surfing Conpetition here
i n Engl and.

NANNY
As your coach, | stand by that but as
your nanny the only thing | care about
nmost i s your happiness. Are you happy-

Sarah cuts her off.

SARAH

Nanny, why can't you be here? They
choose now to nove away? They keep
saying it's only for a year. A year
m ght as well be an eternity the way
today felt. To nmake things worse,
can't even find ny surfing equi pnent
so | can't even go to practice today.

NANNY
You need that box if you are going to
conpet e.
Nanny pauses.
NANNY

| mss you, too. Today at practice
your teammates said to say they m ss
you, too.
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Sarah's eyes start to water but she blinks away the tears.
Sarah waits for Nanny to continue but Nanny doesn't say
anyt hi ng.

SARAH
How s the house? 1'd do anything for
an ocean front view right now

NANNY
The house is good. The plants are
wat er ed.

Nanny's m nd seens to be sonmewhere el se.

SARAH STEM
What's up? You sound a million mles
away and not just because you actually
are.

NANNY

Um ki ddo, did that box say 'Sarah's
Surf Stuff' on the front?

SARAH STEM
Yeah, it did!

Clearly not getting the picture yet.

SARAH
Wait... why?

NANNY
Because it's sitting right here in
your nmom and dad's office. | cane in

to water the ferns and-

Sarah hangs up the phone before Nanny can finish her
sentence. She runs out of her bedroomto go downstairs.

I NT. KITCHEN - N GHT

Sarah arrives in the kitchen breathl ess. She pants with her
hands on her knees until she can catch her breath.

Kl M
Sarah! What is the matter? Why are you
runni ng?

Bot h parents | ook concerned but are cal mwhen Sarah regains
her conposure.
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DANI EL
What coul d possibly be worth
sprinting?

Sarah finally catches her breath to speak. She tries to play
it cool.

SARAH
Ch, | was just on the phone with
Nanny. She says your plants are al
wat ered and heal thy, the cl eaning
staff is keeping up while we are gone,
and... On, yeah! My surfing equi pnent
box is in your office!

Sarah's voice rises as she goes on.

KIM
There is no reason to shout, Sarah.
There is a perfectly good expl anation
as to why it is there. Right, Daniel?

Sarah's hands are on her hips and she turns to her father
expectantly who | ooks |ike shocked Ki mhas asked himto
speak.

DANI EL
Yes. You bet there is and your nother
is going to tell you what that reason
iS.

Sarah groans at this.

SARAH
Wul d soneone just tell ne what is
going? First, Collin and now, this!
You never tell ne anything.

Sarah's parents exchange a gl ance and nod.

KIM
| know. | amsorry we had to nove here
for the year. | know you m ss surfing
and pl anned on doing a show this
nont h.

SARAH
Mm.. it's not a show It's the first

step to getting nme into the O ynpics!
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Kl M
So you' ve said. But, your father and I
have been tal king and think you have
been spending too nuch tinme surfing
and not enough studying lately. W
deci ded the board should stay honme so
you can focus on your school work. |I'm
sorry we didn't tell you sooner but
this is for the best, honey. That's
why we invited Collin to come visit.
Now, go change out of that silly suit
and get ready for dinner.

Sarah's jaw drops. Sarah's eyes fill with tears and she runs
out of the kitchen as fast as she ran into it. Sarah's
parents call for her but she doesn't stop until she gets to
her bedroom

| NT. SARAH S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Sarah is laying on her bed. Both of her parents are at the
door knocking. She is not crying as hard anynore but tears
are still rolling softly down her cheeks. Sarah is holding a
photo of a teenage boy -COLLIN- who has sweeping brown hair
and a | ook that resenbles a young Zac Efron.

The knocki ng continues as the parents apol ogi ze from out si de
t he door.

KI'M
You' re being ridicul ous, Sarah. Please
open this door.

DANI EL
Punpki n, we are sorry you're upset.
Talk to us.

Sarah's parents continue to know. Sarah stays put w ping away
her tears. Eventually the knocking slows to a stop and she
hears them | eave.

Sarah's phone vi brates and she picks it up. she | ooks hopef ul
but puts the phone down when she realizes it's not from
Collin. Sarah | ooks at the photo and begins to talk to it.

SARAH
Wiy did we have to |lave things |like
this, Collin? You d know what to do.
You were always so nmuch better with ny
crazy- ass parents than | was.
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Sarah goes into her nmessages with Collin and scrolls up to
see one of their last conversations. She | aughs at sonething
t hey wote about.

Sarah plays her m ssed nessages. The boy's voice does not
waver but he does sound sad.

COLLI N
Hey baby. I'msorry for how we |eft
things. | hope the flight was good.
Call ne.

Sarah smles wping a tear away. She clicks on the next
nessage.

CCLLI N
Did you get in okay? Hope to hear from
you soon. Can't wait to see you.

Collin's voice is sweet. Sarah scrolls to the npst recent
nessage.

COLLIN
Me again. | can't conme to London
anynore. |I'mreally sorry. Thank your

parents for nme. Tal k soon.

Sarah's face falls at this news. Sarah calls Collin and gets
hi s voi cemai |

SARAH STEM
Hey. Sorry, today's been crazy. | know
we left things kind of weird. Call ne?

| NT. SARAH S BEDROOM - DAY

SARAH
Wy hasn't he called nme back?

NANNY
Maybe he's busy. You didn't call him
back right away. You have ot her things
to focus on. Like how are we going to
get your board back? The box woul d
cost $200 to ship because of how big
it is.

SARAH
$200? That's crazy. My parents would
kill me if they saw that on their
credit card bill. Maybe Collin could
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hel p. If he would answer.

NANNY
| woul dn't get your hopes up on sone
boy.

SARAH
He's not just sonme boy, you know that.
You' ve known himas long as | have.

NANNY
Sorry, coach in ne. He's a good guy.
"1l keep ny fingers crossed he
answers.

| NT. SARAH S BEDROOM - DAY

There is

COLLIN
Hey.

SARAH
|"msorry | haven't answered your
calls. It's just that-

COLLIN
It's fine. | had football, anyway.
SARAH
No, its not. | started acting like a
fool the nmoment | found out | was
noving. | didn't know what to do.

silence on the other end of the receiver.

SARAH
It was already hard with us both
practicing every day and now 6, 000
mles. How are we supposed to get
around that?

COLLI N
We still could ve tal ked about it.

SARAH
| didn't want to hurt what we have
t oget her.

COLLIN
Sarah, we are stronger than that.
W' ve been dating for two years and
best friends since the first grade.
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10.

SARAH
| know.

CCLLI N
Then why didn't you talk to ne?

SARAH
|"msorry. Really.

CCLLI N
It's okay. It's ny fault, too. |
shoul d' ve fought for you nore.

The couple waits in silence waiting for the other to speak.

COLLI N

So where does this | eave us?
SARAH STEM

You could still conme visit?
COLLI N

| wish. Coach is nmaeking practice extra
hours next week for our season opener.
| can't play if I'mnot at practice
and it's supposed to be ny first

start.

SARAH
It's okay. Coll, | gotta go but we'll
talk later, | |ove you.

COLLIN

| love you, too. Talk to you later.

Sarah hangs up the phone | ooki ng di sappoi nted but sm | es when
she sees a text fromCollin pop up.

EXT. FRONT PCORCH - DAY

Two weeks has passed. Kimand Daniel are standing on the
porch. they have on | ab coats and guest passes for the nearby
Uni versity Medical school. A taxi pulls up to the house. Kim
opens the door.

Kl M
Sar ah! You have a visitor! Sarah!

Sarah cones outside confused. Collin gets out of a | arge SUV

and Sarah screans shocked. He opens the trunk pulling out a
suitcase and a | arge box. A surfboard peeks out of the top of
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11.

the box that's as big as him

SARAH
Real | y?

KIM
Real | y.

Sarah takes off runs to Collin. Collin sets the box down.
Sarah | eaps into his arnms.

SARAH
How did this even happen

CCOLLI N
| sprained nmy wist at practice |ast
week. | can't play for a weeks so |

call ed your parents and we pl anned the
whol e surpri se.

Collin holds up his armbrace and Sarah | aughs and then she
| ooks back to see her parents smling and she runs over to
t hem

KIM
W didn't listen to what you want and
we're sorry. W still want you go into

medi cine |ike us but if surfing makes
you happy. W want you to be happy.

Sarah waps her arns around her parents and wi pes a tear away
from her eyes.

FADE TO BLACK.
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